
Lesson guidelines



Tell the students this lesson is about the various aspects of education and how exams can affect students.

1. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students if they have exams coming up?  Do they feel stressed? Nervous?  What is the difference between stressed and nervouse? Are exams important? What alternatives are there?  Should everyone stay at school until they are 18?  If not how else could they learn? 

2. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 40 and do Previews A and B as a class.  Put them in pairs to ask each other the questions in C.  Ask them to tell you the answers their partners gave.  List these on the board to find out how many are doing what.

3. (5 mins) 
Books closed

Ask the students if they feel exams pressure is due to parents?  If yes, why do parents feel exams are so important?  If not, where does the pressure come from?  Do you think your parents had the same pressure?

4. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 40.  Look at the Language section and read the statements.  Ask students to work in pairs to answer A to C.  Go over the answers with the class. 

5. (15 mins) 
Workbooks open

Ask students to open their workbooks at Page 66, Language: 2nd Conditional.  Use the examples to explain and then have them complete exercises A to C in pairs.  Go over the answers with them and then change the pairs and tell them to use the questions they formed in exercise C to ask each other.  Monitor and help as required.

6. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask the students to turn back to Page 40 of their books.  Look at the “ideas”.  Read these with the class, discussing questions A-D in groups, while you monitor and encourage discussion.

7.  (10 mins) 
Books closed/open

Before they open their books at Page 41, play the CD of the reading text.  With books open read through A to E in section A and then play the CD again so they can fill in the missing sentences while listening and reading.  

BREAK
8. (10 mins) 
Books closed/open

Continue the previous section by asking them to work in pairs to complete exercises B to D in pairs before going over the answers as a class.

9.  (15 mins) 
Books closed

Are exams really important?  Do they improve job prospects?  Why?  Have all the rich, successful people they know/know of, got degrees?  If you were an employer would you think exams are important?  Why/Why not?  

Now use the last two questions to put a table on the board of the For and Against and Reasons.  Which is the strongest and what are the best arguments?

10. (10 mins) 
Books open

Using the “Talk About it” section on Page 41, put students in small groups and ask them to discuss the issues in A,B and C.  Point out Language Bank 15 on Page 76 for useful phrases.  Listen, monitor and help.

11. (15 mins) 
Books open

With their books open at Page 42, ask students the question in A, make sure they are clear of all meanings.  Read question B to the class before playing the CD, ask them to write their answers down.  Use the same procedure for question C.  

12.  (10 mins) 
Books closed

Using the role cards from Page 82, put the students into groups of 3, try and have a good contentious mix of opinions, and use the scenario as described on Page 42.  Monitor and help.  After about 7-8 minutes ask each group who persuaded who to do what?

13.  (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students to work in groups (by country) to write a brief description of the education system in their country, e.g. school days, school hours, age they change schools, subjects which are compulsory etc.  Allow 10 minutes for this and then continue after the break.

BREAK

14. (5 mins) 
Books open
Ask them to share this with the class.  Give an example of the education system in England and compare the differences.  Which do they think is better?

15.  (15 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 43, Education in English.  Complete exercise A as a class and then ask them to read B and work in pairs to write answers to C and D after reading the text.  Go over the answers and discuss. 

16. (10 mins) 
Books open

Using the “Talk about it” section on Page 43, throw each of the questions A to C to the class in turn and try and get as many opinions and responses from everyone as you can.

17. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Conclude this unit by asking who would like to study abroad?  Why, why not?  In which country?  Why?  What are advantages/disadvantages?

In any remaining time, review the unit with emphasis on the new grammar and vocabulary.  Use any exercises in the book or workbook section which have not been used.

(30 mins) 
Oral Fluency and GESE preparation
For information on how best to structure this time, refer to the GESE preparation guidelines. Note that some students will not be taking a GESE exam and the time should be presented as oral fluency practice relevant to Trinity candidates rather than ‘exam preparation’. The work done in this half-hour can be done at any time, and does not have to be left to the end of the morning or afternoon.
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